
    
 

    

 
 
 
 
 

REGULAR MEETING – May 18, 2010 
 

    
The Common Council of the City of Michigan City, Indiana, met in regular session on 
Tuesday evening, May 18, 2010, at the hour of 6:30 p.m., local time, in the Common 
Council Chambers, located in the lower level of the City Hall Building, 100 East 
Michigan Boulevard, Michigan City, Indiana. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Council President Marc Espar.  
 
Roll call was authorized and the following were noted present and/or absent: 
 
 
 PRESENT: COUNCIL MEMBERS Patricia Boy, Phillip Jankowski, Marc Espar, 

Robert McKee, Ron Meer, Willie Milsap, and Richard Murphy,  (7). 
 
 ABSENT: Joe Doyle and Angie Nelson (2). 
 
 
A QUORUM WAS NOTED PRESENT. 
 
 
ALSO PRESENT:  Clerk – Thomas Fedder, Deputy Clerk – Gale Neulieb and Council 
Attorney – James Meyer. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
President Espar inquired whether there were any corrections, deletions, or additions to 
the minutes of the Regular Meeting of May 5, 2010. 
 
Councilwoman Boy made a motion to approve the minutes as printed, second by 
Councilman McKee.  The minutes were approved as printed. 
 
 
 
REPORTS OF STANDING COMMITTEES 
 
Councilman Jankowski reported on the Finance Committee Meeting held on May 10, 
2010 regarding the proposed ordinance; CREATING AN ANONYMOUS REPORTING 
PROGRAM FOR WRONGFUL CONDUCT AND DANGEROUS CONDITIONS 
REGARDING THE OPERATIONS OF ALL DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES OF 
MICHIGAN CITY GOVERNMENT.  Mr. Jankowski stated the committee’s 
recommendation was to TABLE the proposed ordinance for further review. 
 
Councilman Jankowski reported on the Utilities Committee Meeting held on 
Wednesday, May 12, 2010 to review the material received/requested from the Sanitary 
District. Mr. Jankowski stated that Councilwoman Nelson presented the Council with the 
minutes from that meeting.  Mr. Jankowski advised that a Utilities Committee Meeting 
would be scheduled after the committee reviews the material received. 
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Councilman Jankowski stated his concerns regarding the recent sewer over flows near 
the zoo and lack of progress addressing the matter. 
 
(Clerk’s Note:  Councilwoman Nelson entered the Chambers and was noted present.) 

 
REPORTS OF SPECIAL OR SELECT COMMITTEES   
 
There were no reports of special or select committees. 
 
REPORTS of OTHER CITY OFFICERS and DEPARTMENTS 
 
John Regetz, Executive Director, Michigan City Economic Development did a 
presentation for the City Council regarding Success in 2009, strategic plan, goals and 
objectives and MCEDC activities. 
 
Discussion ensued among John Regetz, Executive Director, MCEDC, and Council 
Members McKee, Meer, Milsap, Boy, Espar, and Murphy. 
 
 

PETITIONS   
 
There were no petitions. 
 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 
President  Espar stated that Council Members should have received copies of  two (2) 
letters dated May 13, 2010 from Mayor Oberlie;  (1) addressing the Facility and Service  
Manager, (1) addressing CSX Railroad. 
 
RESOLUTIONS 
 
There being no objection, the Clerk read by title only,   
 

MICHIGAN CITY COMMON COUNCIL 

 

RESOLUTION NO.  4448 
 

AUTHORIZING THE 2010 ACCEPTANCE AND IMPLEMENTATION OF THE   

EDWARD BYRNE JUSTICE ASSISTANCE GRANT (JAG)   

 

WHEREAS, the Michigan City Police Department and the LaPorte County Sheriff’s 

Office have applied for and received, contingent on the approval of each respective legislative 

body, the 2010 Byrne Justice Assistant Grant (JAG) Program Award in the amount of 

$22,863.00; and 

 

WHEREAS, for purposes of this joint grant, since LaPorte County funds the LaPorte 

County Jail, a disparity occurs between the Michigan City Police Department and the LaPorte 

County Sheriff’s Office requiring “disparate allocation” of funds under the terms of the grant, 

and as a result thereof, the LaPorte County Sheriff’s Office and the Michigan City Police 

Department have agreed to the allocation of grant funds as follows: 25% to the LaPorte County 

Sheriff’s Office ($5,715.75) and 75% to the Michigan City Police Department ($17,147.25); and 

 

WHEREAS, there is no match requirement for this joint grant, and the 75% of the grant 

funds ($17,147.25.25) allocated to the Michigan City Police Department would be utilized to 

purchase wireless security cameras to use in densely populated and high crime areas within the 

corporate limits of Michigan City to promote public safety and security for Michigan City 

residents. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Common Council of the City of 

Michigan City, Indiana, that: 
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Section 1. The Common Council supports and approves the 2010 JAG 

Program Award, the allocation of funds to the Michigan City Police 

Department, and the purchase of wireless security cameras, which will promote 

public safety and security for Michigan City Residents.   

 

Section 2. Upon receipt of the 2010 JAG Program Award, the Mayor is 

authorized to execute any and all contracts and memoranda required for the 

award of the above-described grant. 

 

Section 3. Upon receipt of the 2010 JAG Program Award, the City Controller 

is authorized to open an account to receive the grant funds and make 

expenditures from said fund without further authorization of the Common 

Council. 

 

This Resolution shall be in full force and effect after passage and approval by the Mayor. 

 

    Introduced By: /s/  Patricia Boy, Member 

      Michigan City Common Council 

 
Councilwoman Boy stated that the City doesn’t have to match any monies for the 
proposed resolution regarding the JAG grant. 
 
Councilman Meer made a motion to adopt the resolution, second by Councilwoman 
Boy. 
        

Council President Espar asked if there were any other questions or comments by the 
general public or Council on the proposed resolution and hearing none, the resolution 
was adopted by the following vote:  AYES:  Council Members Jankowski, McKee, 
Meer, Milsap, Murphy, Nelson, Boy, and Espar (8).  NAYS:  None (0). 
 
 
ORDINANCES 
 
 
The Clerk read on second reading by title only, AMENDING CHAPTER 2, ARTICLE 
VIII OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF MICHIGAN CITY, INDIANA, 
COMMONLY KNOWN AS THE ETHICS ORDINANCE 
 
      Introduced by:  Patricia Boy 
 
Council President Espar asked if there were any other questions or comments by the 
general public or Council on the proposed ordinance and hearing none, the proposed 
ordinance was laid over for third reading. 
 
 
 
The Clerk read on second reading by title only, AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING THE 
FINE FOR DELINQUENT FILING OF THE UNIFORM CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
DISCLOSURE STATEMENT AND ADDING SECTION 50-32 TO CHAPTER 50 OF 
THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF MICHIGAN CITY, INDIANA 
 
      Introduced by:  Patricia Boy 
 
Councilwoman Boy made an Author’s amendment to the title to read, 
 ESTABLISHING SECTION 50-32, FINE FOR DELINQUENT FILING OF THE  
 UNIFORM CONFLICT OF INTEREST DISCLOSURE STATEMENT, IN    
           CHAPTER 50 OF THE MUNICPAL CODE OF THE CITY OF MICHIGAN CITY,  
 INDIANA 
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Council President Espar asked if there were any other questions or comments by the 
general public or Council on the proposed ordinance and hearing none, the  proposed 
ordinance was laid over for third reading. 
 
The Clerk read on second reading by title only, CREATING AN ANONYOUS 
REPORTING PROGRAM FOR WRONGFUL CONDUCT AND DANGEROUS 
CONDITIONS REGARDING  THE OPERATIONS OF ALL DEPARTMENTS AND 
AGENCIES OF MICHIGAN CITY GOVERNMENT 
 
     Introduced by:  Phil Jankowski 
            Ron Meer 
            Patricia Boy 
 
(Note:  This Ordinance was TABLED at the April 6, 2010 Council Meeting on 
second reading.) 
 
Councilman Jankowski made a motion to TABLE the proposed ordinance indefinitely as 
recommended by the Finance Committee, second by Councilman Meer. 
 
The motion to TABLE the proposed ordinance was adopted by the following vote:  
AYES:  Council Members McKee, Meer, Milsap, Murphy, Nelson, Boy, Espar, and 
Jankowski (8).  NAYS:  None (0). 
 
 
The Clerk read on third reading by title only, ADDITIONAL APPROPRIATION FOR 
THE PARK DEPARTMENT  TO ALLOW FOR ADDITIONAL EXPENSES INCURRED 
FROM THE CONCESSION OPERATION AT PATRIOT PARK 
 
      Introduced by:  Joseph Doyle 
 
(DECREASE:  Park fund No. 1315 – Park Concession N/R Unappropriated $41,491. 
INCREASE:  Park fund No. 1315 Park Concession N/R Appropriated; 1315 0000 01 
411.014 Seasonal Wages $19,035, 1315 0000 01 413.001 FICA $1,456, 1315 0000 02 
423.095 Merchandise for Resale $15,000.00, 1315 0000 04 444.005 Other Equipment 
$6,000, TOTAL: $41,491). 
 
 
Council President Espar stated that the proposed ordinance was referred to the Finance 
Committee for consideration, advising their recommendation was to move to third 
reading anticipating the Park Department Board would move to adopt the approval to 
grant concessions to a vendor. President Espar stated the Finance Committee’s 
intention was to have the Author withdraw the proposed ordinance. 
 
Councilman McKee made a motion to TABLE the proposed ordinance indefinitely, 
second by Councilwomen Nelson and Boy. 
 
The motion was carried by the following vote:  AYES:  Council Members Meer, 
Milsap, Murphy, Nelson, Boy, Espar, Jankowski, and McKee (8).  NAYS:  None (0). 
The ordinance was TABLED. 
 
 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
 NOTE:  President Espar stated the Utilities Committee has requested documents from 
the Attorney representing the Sanitary District Board as well as the Attorney that was 
hired by the City to conduct the investigation at the Sanitary District.  President Espar 
advised the Attorney responded to the Chair of the Utilities Committee that they were 
not releasing any of the information under Attorney/Client privilege. 
 
Attorney Meyer advised the Council regarding questions President Espar asked 
regarding this matter.  
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Council President Espar asked Attorney Meyer to draft a letter from the Council 
requesting documents from the Attorney representing the Sanitary District Board as well 
as the Attorney that was hired by the City to conduct the investigation at the Sanitary 
District. 
 
Councilwoman Boy requested that Attorney Meyer state in the letter a deadline; asking 
for the documents before the next Council meeting (June 8, 2010).  
 
  
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Council President Espar advised that the Corporate Counsel Attorney for the Board of 
Works and Safety requested a joint Workshop with the Michigan City Common Council 
to be held on Tuesday, May 25, 2010, at 5:00 p.m.  
 
President Espar stated that an Executive Session has been called by the Mayor and the 
Michigan City Council for May 27, 2010 at 5:30 p.m. in EOC Room, City Hall. 
 
Herb Higgin, Safe Harbor Coordinator Debbie Zipes, Executive Director and Chip 
Cotman representing Indiana Afterschool Network and Michigan City Area Schools, did 
a presentation and presented awards to Mayor Oberlie and the Common Council. 
 
Mayor Oberlie addressed the Council regarding a resolution he will be proposing to the 
Council asking them to support, adopt and send to our Congressional Representatives;  
asking Congress to support the full funding of After Hour Programming.  
 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
There were no comments from the public. 
 
COMMENTS FROM THE COUNCIL 
 
Councilwoman Nelson commended everyone for the work they do regarding the “ After 
Hour Programming”, stating the program is an asset for our community. 
 
Councilwoman Nelson advised that she would like to sponsor the Mayor’s resolution, 
stating several reasons to support it. 
 
Councilwoman Boy also commended everyone involved for their hard work and 
dedication, advising she also would like to sponsor the Mayor’s proposed resolution. 
 
  
ADJOURNMENT 
 

A motion by Councilman Meer, supported by Councilwoman Boy, and there being no 
further business to transact, President Espar declared the meeting ADJOURNED 
(approximately 7:44 p.m.). 

_____________________________ 

                                Thomas F. Fedder, City Clerk    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


