PRESSRELEASE

Pebryor n Uiz » 100 Easl Rschapen Fihvgl o« Lfighiges Cay, D9 S0l = (J1F) 0751600 Pex (TRFIF7R-1303
W era | STy O
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Date: March 20, 2003
Contact: Cindh Gonzalez-Wakus
Phone: (219) £73-1400

Fax: (210) 873-1515

Michigan City Mayor Sheila Brillson issucd the following siatement with respect to the City's
local response (o national terrorist threats:

"With our nation at war, I must reassure the general public that the Crty"s Emergency Response
leaders have been trained and are prepared 1o respond to situstions that may arise.

City Team members have a longstending record of copperation and collaboration with
emesgency response officials from throughous LaPorte County to ensure a unified county
response 1o any situstion These efforts have been redoubled over the past severa] weeks as war
has become imminent "

“The LaPorte County Community Alliance iz continually monitoring threst level warnings that
are isaued from the Federal Emergency Management Agency  Additionally, we have in place
Secure communication networks able 1o receive notifications of any specific threats simed at our
specific region,” stated Joho Jones, Emergency Mamagement Director.

Chief Gene Simmons stated, “Our local Emergency Response officials are tramed professionals
and I remzin confident that all necessary sieps are being taken to ensure that the general public
can carTy on with their normal routines during these difficulr times. Any changes in threat levels
to our specific region will resukt in the approprate measured responsa by our trained
professionals. Their responses will include instructive communications 1o our cifizens

Mayor Brillson continued, “The Michigan City Ares School Corporation has 13sued a letter of
explanation regardiog ther on-going planning and prepamstion efforts, including “sheltenng in
place™. As a comununity, the safety of our children is paramount and our most highly trained
Emergency Managemant Professionals will assist and instruct school officials on how w
maintain stedent safsty on a case-by-case basis, should it ever become necessary.



As citizens, our responsibility remains ¢lear be ever vigilant in our community and remain calm
=nd reassuring towards our children o help them fee] safe ™

Additional information can be found on the Federal emergency Management's website at
wws ready gov of et the Mickigan City website, waow emnchigancily com under the Emergency

Management Agency web page



