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WORKSHOP TO BE HELD ON SOUTHSHORE LINE 

 
Mayor Chuck Oberlie and 1st Ward Councilman Richard Murphy today announced a 
community workshop on the SouthShore Line upgrade and transit oriented development 
opportunity for Michigan City. 
 
Mr. Stu Sirota of TND Planning Group Consultant that recently completed the study on 
the economic benefits of transit oriented development associated with the SouthShore Line 
realignment options will serve as the facilitator. 
 
The workshop will provide the first meaningful opportunity for the public dialogue about 
the SouthShore upgrades and associated transit oriented development opportunities.  The 
workshop will also provide the best available information about proposed changes to the 
SouthShore Line and explore specific opportunities around a new proposed station. 
 
John Parsons will represent the Northern Indiana Commuter Transportation District 
(NICTD) at the workshop.  Mr. Parsons noted:  “We are looking forward to the workshop 
on July 29th.  It will give us an opportunity to meet with the community and share our 
thoughts on why we selected the 10th/11st Street corridor, what is prompting our decision 
to realign the railroad and what we expect to achieve.  Equally important, the workshop 
will begin to lay the foundation for a cooperative planning process that will enhance 
development opportunities within the corridor.” 
 
And, perhaps most importantly, the workshop will provide a much needed opportunity for 
residents to discuss their concerns and hopes. 
 
Councilman Richard Murphy added, “The purpose of the workshop is to create a baseline 
of understanding to build trust among the public and to create a foundation on which to 
build a continuing transparent process leading to the successful implementation of a final 
project.” 
 
The workshop will be held on Wednesday, July 29, 2009, at 6:30 p.m. in the Council 
Chambers at the Michigan City City Hall. 
 


