Laurie A. Arntz-Tournoux
Navarre, Ohio
Laurie A. Arntz-Tournoux, calls Navarre, Ohio home. Laurie has been sculpting sand since
the late 90’s and became a Master Sculptor in 2002. By day, Laurie has been the Tax
Commissioner of Louisville, OH for over 29 years. By night, weekend, vacations, and all
holidays – she is known as the Logo Queen and you can find her with her hands and toes in
the sand on a beach, inside a convention center, and or a local school or park. Laurie opened
her own sand company in 2002. As logos are her gift in sand, she revolves around
commissioned works of sand as well as logo event promotions! In Laurie’s career she has
“embossed” well over 7,000 logos in sand. Laurie does approximately 22 sand projects a
year which includes a few competitions throughout the USA and Canada. Although Laurie
has been time limited to sand projects over the years, she has managed to place in several
Masters Competitions. One of Laurie’s favorite sayings in the sand pit is….let the sand stand!
Sand is not just one of those things for kids……it is for all those individuals walking the earth
who are young at heart and that have a passion for making themselves and others smile!

Amanda Bolduc
Estero, Florida
Born and raised in Maine, it’s unusual that Amanda Bolduc's sand sculpting journey would
have begun on the beaches of Florida. However, during family vacations on the beaches of
Fort Myers she would attend sand sculpting events year after year, and in 2006 finally
decided she wanted to try it herself. Armed with nothing but a shovel and a bucket, Amanda,
along with her mother, set to work creating her first sculpture. She quickly realized that sand
sculpting was not as easy as it looked. It took hours of hard work and determination to
create a sculpture that was both aesthetically pleasing and structurally sound. But the
satisfaction of hearing the crowd’s reaction, made her realize this first sculpture was worth
all the effort.
Since then, Amanda has gone on to compete throughout the U.S. at Semi-Pro competitions.
This will be her first event sculpting as a Master! In addition, Amanda started carving snow in
2015. Being so close to Wisconsin, you might have seen her competing in Lake Geneva, WI
at the U.S. National Snow Sculpting Championship along with fellow sand competitor Bruce
Peck.

Todd Pangborn
Jamestown, New York
I have been sculpting in sand since 1997 when I created my first sand sculpture during a
family vacation at the beach. 17 years of recreational sand sculpting, learning and building
my confidence resulted in being named a master in 2014. Though I have no art schooling and
am self-taught, the passion for art has always been there. It just wasn’t pursued until I
became hooked on sand sculpting. At this time Sand sculpting is still just a part time
endeavor that gives me a break from my typical day as a Mechanical Engineer. It is a muchneeded mental release from that daily grind. Besides sand sculpting I am also a wood carver
making larger size wall hanging art as well as full sculptural carvings which I sell. I hope to
expand my wood carving into a retirement activity in the near future. Look for my
woodcarvings on Instagram or Facebook. I am excited to be here at the Singing Sand
Festival and look forward to creating something to truly amaze you. I hope you enjoy my art
as well as the entire event, and I want to Thank You for being here supporting all the artists
and this community.

Bruce Peck
Sarasota, Florida
Bruce was born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri. Studying architecture at Kansas scared him
far away from the arts, into a lifelong career as a CPA. His career allowed him to travel
extensively and live in such beautiful places as Halifax, Nova Scotia, Portland, Oregon, and
Sacramento, California. For almost 30 years, his most artistic endeavor was clipping
coupons from the Sunday paper!
Then he moved to the Gulf Coast of Florida. Playing on some of the best beaches in the
United States turned out to be his path back to his lost love for creating art. His family and
friends had no idea where the hidden talent had come from, but they encouraged him to
enter his first amateur competition in 2015. 2019 was a breakthrough year where Bruce
entered the ranks of professional sculpting and competed against some of the best master
sand sculptors in the world. Then the pandemic hit!
2022 promises to be a year to remember as the sand sculpting community has the chance
to reconnect and rebuild. The beautiful locations, camaraderie, and festival atmosphere of
sand sculpting have turned Bruce into a sand addict!

Marianne van den Broek
Key West, Florida - Netherlands

Marianne van den Broek has been a sand sculptor since 1999. She has participated in many
events around the world, working with different sculptors, learning from the best and
continues to work with awesome people. She moved from the Netherlands to Key West in
2005 and opened a professional sand sculpting business in Key West, Florida, in 2008. In
addition to being the artist in residence for the Casa Marina Resort in Key West since 2011,
she is working as a picture framer at the Art Warehouse and serves as chair on the Art in
Public Places Board for the City of Key West.

Christy Atkinson
Franklin, Texas
Christy Atkinson lives in Franklin, Texas, (on a 30 acre farm known as the Funny Farm) where
she makes homemade jelly and creates one-of-a-kind costumes and custom clothing. She is
happily married to Darren Atkinson, the love of her life. She is self-employed, creating art and
helping others have fun as Christy the Clown, Ruby the Pirate Queen, and other characters.
“I have had some great jobs,” Atkinson said. “From working at Disney World to working as a
clown for Ringling Bros. Circus. I love entertaining people. Sand is just another way to bring
smiles to everyone.”
Christy is excited to be competing in the first ever Singing Sands Festival and her first visit to
Michigan City.
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Steve Nagy
Belton, Texas
Steve was born and raised in Central Texas. He is a responsible master plumber and
opened Nagy Plumbing in 2004. Steve had taken his family camping on the beach in
Port Aransas as they did often and happened on Texas Sand Fest about 15 years
ago. After seeing this and watching, he became curious and mesmerized by building
with sand. He started playing in the sand, learning, watching, and practicing. Playing
and sculpting in the sand has become therapy to him! He can put away the stresses
of life for a while and move his focus to the sand. He has competed at the Texas
Sand Fest in the team amateur competition (2018, 2019- 2nd place). He competed in
the Semi-Pro division in 2021 (People’s Choice winner). He competed in solo amateur
divisions at South Padre Sandcastle Days (2018- 1st place, 2019- 3rd place, 2021- 1st
place) and at Blue Water Sand Fest in Port Huron Michigan (2nd place).
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Darrell O’Connor
Dewy Beach, Delaware
When tomorrow comes, this day will be gone forever. In its place is something you
have left behind. Let it be something good.” From Monday to Friday, I am a computer
systems analyst working with large corporations that use Enterprise Software from
German Software Company SAP. I live in Wilmington Delaware, but for the past
30+ years I’ve spent summer weekends playing in the sand in Dewey Beach
Delaware. After some encouragement from my family and friends, I entered my first
contest in the mid 80’s in Rehoboth Beach Delaware and while I didn’t place, from
that point on I was hooked. Now, many years and many competitions later, I’ve
formed friendships with sand sculptors from all over the country and chatted with
countless beachgoers who stop to admire my weekend creations on Dewey Beach.
I’m thrilled to be competing in the inaugural Singing Sands Sand Sculpting Festival
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Scott Triplett
Grand Rapids, Michigan
This will be my first year as a Semi-pro sand sculptor, after winning the 2019
Amateur Sand Sculpting Solo division in Port Huron. My sculpting journey began in
Illinois in 2003 as a snow sculptor. I have produced over 30 solo and team snow
sculptures along the way, including four team sculptures at the US National Snow
Sculpting Competition, where we placed twice. In 2017, my family and I moved to
Grand Rapids Michigan. Since then, I have been able to try my hand at sand sculpting.
I am grateful for the community of artists for taking me under their collective wings
and teaching me the delicate art of sand. It is also nice to get out of the cold!
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Janet Moore Schrader
Lakeside, Michigan
Janet found her love for sand sculpting after being diagnosed with stage four cancer.
In 2006 Janet founded a business dedicated to teaching the art of sand sculpting
and making magical memories along the shores of Lake Michigan. In 2013 Janet
volunteered to teach sand sculpting in 10 MI State Parks and had a blast. In 2018
Janet became City of Bridgman MI, Sand Sculpting laureate. Protecting Lake
Michigan has become Janet's newest passion. Last year her efforts to help
Chikaming Township raise 4.1 million to buy and protect several acres of dune land
(Cherry Beach Project) came to a successful conclusion. Janet has been in love with
Lake MI all her life and is thrilled to be part of history at Sing Sands Sand Sculpting
Festival.
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Dottie Willison
Sandusky, Michigan
Dottie is a well versed, ambitious artist that has been sculpting for about 5 years.
When she first got into sand sculpting, she really didn't think that she was going to
love it as much as she did. However, she dove in headfirst and tried to absorb as
much as she could. She now is completely hooked on this unique art form of sand
sculpting. She attends various competitions throughout the years and also has been
on a sand sculpting television show called "Race Against the Tide" that was filmed in
beautiful New Brunswick, Canada. This will not be the last you see this sculptor; she
is hungry and thirsting for more!
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Mark Wilson
Astatula, Florida
I've lived in Florida for nearly my entire life but, I never really liked the beach. Then, in
June 2011, I discovered sand sculpting. Finally! A reason to go to the beach! For a few
hours I'm able to set aside everything and focus on carving sand. Each time I pound
up, I try to extend my skills. Sometimes I push a little too far but, that's good, too. I
entered the amateur contest in Ft. Myers Beach in November 2011, and placed third.
Since then, I’ve participated in numerous contests throughout Florida and one in
Michigan. High points include 2nd place in Quicksand at the 2012 Florida State
Championships, 1st place Advanced Amateur at the inaugural Lake Worth Beach
Sand Sculpting and Seafood Festival in 2014 and Judges Choice at the 42nd Siesta
Key Sand Sculpture Contest. While awards are nice, the best parts of contests is
meeting others with the same affliction, the opportunity to rub elbows with the
masters and visiting with the folks who come out to see our work.
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Lisa Fewless
Ovid, Michigan
Lisa has had a lifelong interest in art and has explored many artistic mediums over
the years. She has a Degree in Graphic and Commercial Art and has spent the past
ten years working at an embroidery and screen-printing shop, creating designs for
clothing. Lisa first took an interest in sand sculpting about five years ago when she
saw photos of sand sculpting events in Florida. Her fascination lead to volunteering
to work at Sandbash that same year. Lisa was excited about what she saw and
learned there. She entered her first sand sculpting competition in 2013. For two
years, Lisa had been teaching young children, and even a few adults, the basics of
sand sculpting at Blue Water Sandfest. Several of her students have gone on to
compete and win medals in the Amateur Division contests. Lisa is the current
Advanced Amateur National Champion.
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Marcie Cowles
Louisville, Ohio
Eight years working on various projects throughout Ohio with my mentor in sand,
Laurie Tournoux. Who I am as an artist has been “uniquely shaped” by influential
people in my life such as my mother-in-law, daughters, grand kids, and even my High
School art teacher. These relationships sparked a passion in me for creating!! I
embrace getting outside of my comfort zone to bring things to life. Keep challenging
myself and being curious about new ways to look at things. Practicing and
persevering one grain of sand at a time has been a rewarding experience for me.
Laurie is the reason that I will be sharing my talents with you. I reside in Louisville,
Ohio and am grateful for the opportunity to represent at the sculpting event with
you.
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Bob May
St. Clair Shores, Michigan
Bob's lifelong interest in building scratch built Great Lake freighters has led to his
startup of the paper model boat kit company, Lake Freighter Minis, where he is able
to use his creative and designing skills. He and his wife attended the 2014 Blue
Water SandFest and enjoyed seeing all the amazing sand sculptures. After watching
the Masters, receiving pointers from an Advanced Amateur and the "you can do this"
support from his wife, he entered and won first place in the 2014 and 2015 Amateur
Division and was the Michigan State Champion for the Amateur Division. He is
looking forward to competing in the first Singing Sands Event.

